Things to remember when reading poems with students… 
Sophomores

Students underline key words or phrases during first read through

Discuss images and how key phrases add to or take away from the central images

Discuss use of metaphor, simile, and analogy – how and why are they used?

Discuss the feel of the poem – what words or phrases add to it or take away from it?

Discuss the theme of the poem

During early discussions we talk about how a poem is different from a paragraph (phrases versus sentences, stanzas versus paragraphs, punctuation rules are different)

Juniors and Seniors

Read through the poem as a class

Look for elements of sound – alliteration (repetition of initial sounds), consonance (repetition of end sounds), assonance (repetition of vowel sounds that start words), and onomatopoeia (sound words)

Discuss how sound is used to give the poem a feel and discuss the feel of the poem

Discuss line breaks – normal line length is in pentameter (the length of a human breath), so why are some poems shorter or longer than ten beats? How does that affect the mood and tone of the poem?
Look for and discuss rhymes (true, slant, and internal) – how does that affect the rhythm of the poem?

Snapshots – short poems that capture a specific feeling, image, or moment
“Falling Snow” by Amy Lowell

The snow whispers around me 

And my wooden clogs 

Leave holes behind me in the snow. 

But no one will pass this way 

Seeking my footsteps, 

And when the temple bell rings again 

They will be covered and gone.
“Quiet Night Thoughts” by Li Po [700s]
 
Before my bed
there is bright moonlight
So that it seems
Like frost on the ground:

Lifting my head
I watch the bright moon,
Lowering my head
I dream that I'm home. 

Time of Day

1. Write about your favorite time of day

2. Add details about color, feeling, temperature, etc.

3. Write out descriptive phrases that capture the key moments of that time of day for you

4. Read through for flow and adjust words and lines as needed

5. Reread your final product and tighten it up until it is no more than 10 lines

Childhood

1. Brainstorm moments from childhood

2. Choose one moment and write out descriptive phrases 

3. Add details about the memory (time of day, time of year, etc)

4. Read through for flow and adjust words and lines as needed

5. Reread your final product and tighten it up until it is no more than 10 lines

Food

1. Brainstorm the foods you hate the most

2. Write a brief description of why each one is awful (texture, flavor, spiciness/blandness)

3. Pick out the descriptions, phrases and comments that stand out the most and rewrite them on separate lines
4. Read through for flow and adjust words and lines as needed

5. Reread your final product and tighten it up until it is no more than 10 lines

It’s the End of the World as We Know It

Everyone loves the end of the world. Mythology tells us it was almost destroyed once by a flood. How else could it end? Why will it end? Will the end just destroy society or will it destroy all life?

“Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost

Some say the world will end in fire,
Some say in ice.
From what I've tasted of desire
I hold with those who favour fire.
But if it had to perish twice,
I think I know enough of hate
To say that for destruction ice
Is also great
And would suffice.


“There Will Come Soft Rains” by Sara Teasedale

There will come soft rains and the smell of the ground,
And swallows circling with their shimmering sound;
And frogs in the pools singing at night,
And wild plum trees in tremulous white;
Robins will wear their feathery fire,
Whistling their whims on a low fence-wire;
And not one will know of the war, not one
Will care at last when it is done.

Not one would mind, neither bird nor tree,
If mankind perished utterly;
And Spring herself, when she woke at dawn.

Would scarcely know that we were gone.

1. How is the world going to end?

2. Add details (when? how? why? where? who will survive?)

3. Write out descriptive phrases that capture the key elements

4. Read through for flow and adjust words and lines as needed

5. Reread your final product and tighten it up so that it is between ten and fifteen lines

Bad Days – everyone has them; they are a universal, a constant
“I’m nobody!” by Emily Dickinson 

I'm nobody! Who are you?
Are you nobody, too?
Then there's a pair of us — don't tell!
They'd banish us, you know.
How dreary to be somebody!
How public, like a frog
To tell your name the livelong day
To an admiring bog!

“Much Madness is divinest Sense” by Emily Dickinson

Much Madness is divinest Sense -

To a discerning Eye -

Much Sense - the starkest Madness -

`Tis the Majority

In this, as All, prevail -

Assent - and you are sane -

Demur - you`re straightaway dangerous -

And handled with a Chain -

1. Describe the feelings in body and mind on a really bad day or in a particularly bad moment
2. Add details about how specific parts of your body feel; make connections with places or animals that seem like they have the same types of feelings; make connections with other people’s views of you during bad days
3. Write out descriptive phrases that capture the key elements

4. Read through for flow and adjust words and lines as needed

5. Reread your final product and tighten it up so that it is between ten and fifteen lines

Goodbyes 
“The Taxi” by Amy Lowell
When I go away from you

The world beats dead

Like a slackened drum.

I call out for you against the jutted stars

And shout into the ridges of the wind.

Streets coming fast,

One after the other,

Wedge you away from me,

And the lamps of the city prick my eyes

So that I can no longer see your face.

Why should I leave you,

To wound myself upon the sharp edges of the night?


“Taking Leave of a Friend” by Ezra Pound

Blue mountains to the north of the walls,

White river winding about them;

Here we must make separation

And go out through a thousand miles of dead grass.

Mind like a floating wide cloud,

Sunset like the parting of old acquaintances

Who bow over their clasped hands at a distance.

Our horses neigh to each others

as we are departing.
1. Describe the feelings in body and mind when saying goodbye

2. Write briefly about the different kind of goodbyes there are
3. Add details about how specific parts of your body feel; make connections with places or things that represent goodbyes
4. Write out descriptive phrases that capture the key elements

5. Read through for flow and adjust words and lines as needed

6. Reread your final product and tighten it up so that it is between ten and fifteen lines
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